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Find out what impact the of next Tuesday’s election will have on you – Join PSBA for a 

complimentary post-election webinar on Thursday, Nov. 6.  See article below for more 

details, and register online by clicking here.   
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Top Stories 

PSBA Delegate Assembly adopts 2015 Platform 
Last week, the PSBA Delegate Assembly, consisting of school directors from districts across the 

state, adopted PSBA’s 2015 Legislative Platform and Priority Issues.   

      Legislative Priorities: The first section of the platform identifies issues as the legislative 

priorities for the 2015-16 session of the General Assembly. These are the highest-need “asks” 

that PSBA will present to legislators and the issues that the association will work to leverage 

change in specific areas that will improve our system of public education. The Legislative 

Priority Issues for the 2015-16 Session are: 
* Address Pennsylvania’s Pension Crisis 

* Enact Meaningful Charter School Reform  to Remove Inequities Within the System 

* Reform the Charter School Formula  for Special Education 

* Provide Adequate, Equitable and Fair Funding 

   Core Legislative Principles and Supporting Concepts:  The second section of the platform 
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identifies the Core Legislative Principles and Supporting Concepts. The Core Legislative 

Principles provide the broad policy framework regarding the mission and success of public 

education, and the responsibilities of local school boards to ensure that a high quality education 

is provided to each student. These four Core Legislative Principles are: 

* Support an Effective Child-Centered Public Education 

* Strengthen the Work of Local School Boards 

* Support for Increased Equity and Accountability 

* Secure Adequate and Equitable Funding 

The Supporting Concepts describe in more detail PSBA’s position on legislative issues that are 

related to each of the Core Legislative Principles. Together, the Core Legislative Principles and 

Supporting Concepts contain the positions on issues as known in the association’s former 

platform format. They will be reviewed and adopted by the membership annually. 

Download a copy of the 2015 PSBA Legislative Platform 

Governor’s desk 

Recently signed into law by Gov. Corbett: 
State Disaster Assistance Grants – Senate Bill 720, now Act 187 of 2014, creates the PA 

Disaster Emergency Assistance Act and establishes the Public Disaster Assistance Grant 

Program to provide assistance to political subdivisions and municipal authorities directly 

affected by natural and manmade disasters. Assistance will be limited to grants for projects 

which do not qualify for federal assistance, to help repair damages to public facilities. Grants 

awarded through this assistance program will only be available in a disaster emergency area 

when a Presidential disaster declaration is not covering the area. 

The governor has until Nov. 2 to take action on these bills recently passed by the General 

Assembly: 

EITC/OSTC program expansion -- House Bill 91 (Rep. Evankovich, R-Westmoreland), 

expands the existing Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) and the Educational 

Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) programs.  The bill revises the Tax Reform Code to 

combine the Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) and the Educational Opportunity 

Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) programs. Tax credits in the OSTC program would be available 

for reallocation to the EITC program if unused after a certain time frame. The bill makes various 

technical changes relating to pass-through entities to allow more business owners to have access 

to opportunities to participate in the program. House Bill 91 also adds five-year old and six-year 

old students to the definition of “pre-kindergarten program.”  Additionally, House Bill 91 allows 

individual career and technical education schools (CTC) to be eligible to receive business 

donations within the EITC program. Additionally, the bill allows boroughs and townships to 

authorize the designation of a City Revitalization and Improvement Zone (CRIZ) pilot program. 

Home Education Programs -- House Bill 1013 (Rep. Gillen, R-Berks) revises the home school 

evaluation process to eliminate the requirement for documentation to be submitted to the 

superintendent of the school district where the student resides. Under the bill, a diploma may be 

issued by the supervisor of the home school and signed by the evaluator, with the same rights 

and privileges that attach to a high school diploma awarded by an LEA to be attached to a high 

school diploma awarded by the home education supervisor. The bill states that if a 
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superintendent has a “reasonable belief” that an appropriate home education is not occurring or 

that the program is out of compliance, he or she must explain in writing the basis for the concern. 

EpiPens -- House Bill 803 (Rep. Stevenson, R-Mercer) allows schools to obtain a prescription 

for a supply of epinephrine auto injectors (EpiPens) and contains provisions concerning staff 

training, administration and storage of the EpiPens in secure locations. The provisions of the bill 

are in compliance with Section 504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and state Chapter 

15 regulations for protected handicapped students. The bill requires that 911 be called after 

administration of the epinephrine pen, and allows parents to opt out.  The bill includes certified 

registered nurse practitioners as authorized prescribers. 

 

Latest News 

BEF Funding Commission sets schedule of dates; next stop in the PSBA, PASA, PASBO 

Listening Tour on Nov. 20   
The bipartisan Basic Education Funding Commission established under Act 51 of 2014 is 

continuing its series of hearings across the state.  The 15-member BEF Commission to make 

recommendations for a new funding formula for basic education. The panel will conduct 

hearings this fall and present its report by next June (2015). Legislation reflecting the 

recommendations is then expected to be drafted for approval by the General Assembly. Future 

dates will be announced when they are confirmed. Upcoming meetings include: 

Thursday, Nov. 6: 10:00 a.m. Harrisburg, North Office Bldg., Hearing Room 1 

Tuesday, Nov. 18: 1:00 p.m., Philadelphia 

Wednesday, Nov. 19: 10:00 a.m., Philadelphia 

Monday, Nov. 24: 10:00 a.m., IU#13 Lancaster 

Thursday, Dec. 4: 10:00 a.m., East Stroudsburg 

Wednesday, Dec. 10: 10:00 a.m., Lancaster 

      The next stop on the Listening Tour hosted by PSBA, the PA Association of School 

Administrators (PASA), and the Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials 

(PASBO) will be on Thursday, Nov 20, from 6-8 p.m., at Hambright Elementary School in 

Lancaster. Click here to register for the free event. The Listening Tour is for school directors, 

superintendents, business managers and others to get together for informative and candid 

discussions on how education funding impacts their districts. These meetings will be held prior 

to a BEF Commission hearing at a nearby location. Commission members and local legislators 

are invited to attend. The comments and suggestions from the Listening Tour will be compiled 

and submitted to the Commission early next year. 

Join PSBA for post-election webinar Nov. 6 
Next Tuesday, Nov. 4, voters will cast their ballots in an important election for PA Governor and 

many important races in the PA House and Senate. Join PSBA for a post-election webinar on 

Thursday, Nov. 6, from noon to 1 p.m. for a recap of all the major races. Discussion will include 

an examination of the impact of the election results for the makeup of the General Assembly and 

House and Senate leadership positions. Joining PSBA will be Mike Kriner from Long & Nyquist 

to break down the results and take questions. Register online by clicking here.   
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